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of force and compulsion that belong to kings. And as
this caused so much surprise to his countrymen, it is
natural that he should himself have undergone a straggle
before he determined thus to run counter to the traditional
theory of the Messiah and to all the prejudices of the
nation. The tempter, we may suppose, approached him
with the whisper, c Gird thee with thy sword upon thy
thigh; ride on, and thy right hand shall teach thec
terrible things.'
If this was the temptation, then again how character-
istic of the Lamb of God was the resistance to it, and at
the same time how incomparably great the self-restraint
involved in that resistance I One who believes himself
born for universal monarchy, and capable by his rule of
giving happiness to the world, is entrusted with powers
which seem to afford the ready means of attaining that
supremacy. By the overwhelming force of visible miracle
it is possible for him to establish an absolute dominion,
and to give to tlie race the laws which may make it
happy. But he deliberately determines to adopt another
course, to found his empire upon the consent and not the
fears of mankind, to trust himself with his royal claims
and his terrible purity and superiority defenceless among
mankind, and, however bitterly their envy may persecute
him, to use liis supernatural powers only in doing them
good. This he actually did, and evidently in pursuance
of a fixed plan; • he persevered in this course, although
politically, so to speak, it was fatal to his position, and
though it bewildered his most attached followers ; but by
doing so he raised himself to a throne on which he has
.been seated for nigh two thousand years, and gained an
authority over men greater far than they have allowed

